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INTRODUCTION

At Heathfield, our curriculum lays out the way we teach our children to achieve our mission statement;

Learning together, learning for life.

The curriculum consists of all the planned activities and routines that we organise in order to promote learning, confidence and self-esteem.  It includes not only the formal requirements of the National Curriculum, but also the range of extra-curricular activities that the school organises in order to enrich the experience of the children. The children at Heathfield are provided with a an inter connected curriculum that promotes meaningful connections between concepts and knowledge (Heathfield Head), develops genuine and robust character traits to prepare children for life in the modern world (Heathfield Heart) and opportunities for children to use and apply their Head and Heart to answer learning questions (Heathfield Hands) resulting in knowledgeable, physically and mentally healthy children that achieve their potential and have a solid foundation to become life-long learners.
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RATIONALE

Our school is in full agreement with the values statement included in the introduction to The National Curriculum Handbook for Primary Teachers in England.  These are the main values of our school, upon which we have based our curriculum:

· Children to speak and write fluently so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others and through reading and listening
· Children develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and spiritually
· To acquire knowledge and to build on what the children already know
· The planning for skills of language to participating fully as a member of society
· To promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping children with a strong command of the spoken and written word
· To develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment
· the intellectual and physical growth of each child 

· the rights enjoyed by each person in our society and the associated responsibilities that come with those rights using the term ‘British values’

· developing the aspirational outlook of each person 

· the importance of life skills – not just academic measures 

We are committed to our mission statement; Learning Together, Learning for Life. In this regard, we want to structure our English curriculum in a way that offers the children the knowledge, understanding and skills to become lifelong learners. This is why we have created our English curriculum around high quality texts as a vehicle. The ‘Quality Text’ approach is important to Heathfield as we believe that reading is the gateway to almost every other subject and to children discovering their own unique interests and talents. With this in mind, we have designed a curriculum ensuring a diverse range of reading and experiences in order to build a robust vocabulary, develop long term memory and ‘unlock the door’ to the curriculum. 
2. LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE
This policy reflects the requirements of the National Curriculum programmes of study, which all maintained schools in England must teach.

It also reflects requirements for inclusion and equality as set out in the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice 2014 and Equality Act 2010, and refers to curriculum-related expectations of governing boards set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook.

In addition, this policy acknowledges the requirements for promoting the learning and development of children set out in the Early Years Outcomes document. 

ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITES (Subject Leader): 

· provide a strategic lead and direction for the subject;

· evaluate progress made and draw up appropriate action points to develop their subject

· support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to their subject area;

· monitor pupil progress in that subject area;

· monitor the quality of teaching and learning in English sessions;

· support with the planning for opportunities to apply English skills to other areas of the curriculum;

· Provide efficient resource management for the subject.

It is the role of English subject leader to keep up to date with developments in their subject, as both national and local level.  The English subject leader along with SLT monitor the way the subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement.  This development planning links to whole-school priorities.  The English subject leader completes a subject SEF then plans actions based on the outcomes from the SEF. They ensure that there is full coverage of the National Curriculum and that there is a clear skills progression.  
INTENT

Our aim at Heathfield is to develop fluent, skilled and passionate readers as well as equip each child with the necessary literacy skills needed to express themselves creatively and imaginatively and to communicate with others effectively. Our ‘High Quality Text’ approach to the curriculum encompasses reading, writing, speaking and listening, vocabulary and cross curriculum opportunities.
Through our reading spines (BQ, story time, writing and Everybody Reads) children have access to a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. The texts are selected for specific reasons including activating prior knowledge linked to the Big Question, links between previous texts and authors, and ensuring children are reading a diverse range of texts with opportunities to explore a range of literature themes and characters (Heathfield heart). In addition, we select texts to ensure we are developing a love of reading in all our children. 

We aim to provide our children high quality education to support them to read easily, fluently and with good understanding and develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information. Through reading a range of texts from various genres, we want our children to acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
Teaches use the reading and writing end points to inform their planning. They plan and deliver clear ‘I know’ statements in the form of steps to success to support children’s understanding. The statements are added to the LO slips. Children reflect back on their learning using the ‘I know’ statements, enabling them to plan, monitor and evaluate on their learning.

IMPLEMENTATION
Phonics 
At Heathfield Community Primary School we prioritise reading and are determined that every pupil will learn to read, regardless of their background, needs or abilities. Phonics and early reading is taught from First Steps to year 2 using ‘Letters and Sounds’. (See phonics and early reading policy) 
Everybody Reads 

Based on extensive research conducted by the EEF, we have designed a reading curriculum that teaches reading skills in isolation along with modelled and supportive practice. We achieve this through ‘Everybody Reads’ sessions for children in years 2-6 (Y1 in the summer term). During these daily sessions, children read high quality texts (see ER reading spine and subject leader document) that have been chosen and mapped out very carefully. 
In KS1 children focus on the following reading skills (Heathfield Head): 
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Vocabulary (underpins every session)
· Prediction 

· Retrieval 

· Inference 

· Sequencing 
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In KS2 children focus: 

· Vocabulary (underpins every session)

· Prediction 

· Retrieval 

· Inference 

· Language and organisation 

· Summarising 
In addition to developing reading comprehension skills, Everybody Reads sessions seeks to improve children’s reading fluency. Teachers’ model reading as an expert to the children before children read for themselves or to others as part of peer support or performance. We track children’s reading fluency based on a multi-fluency scale designed by Ruttel (1991). This includes: expression, phrasing, smoothness and pace. 
Teachers use the English subject leader document to plan for the sessions, working towards the reading endpoints for each year group. Each half term, children answer SATS style questions for the above skills as part of an assessment designed by the teacher. Additionally, every term children’s reading skills are assessed using PIRA. 
Children who are significantly below age related expectations in reading (including those who did not pass the Y2 phonics retake) take part in reading interventions focussing on decoding and reading fluency through echo and paired reading. The text is selected by the class teacher and progress is reviewed 6 weekly. At the end of a 6 week block, children are assessed using the Salford Reading age assessment. 
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At Heathfield the active encouragement of reading for pleasure is a core part of every child’s educational entitlement, whatever their background or attainment. Heathfield takes the view that extensive reading and exposure to a wide range of texts makes a vital contribution to every child’s educational achievement and character development (Heathfield Head). Reading for pleasure at Heathfield Primary School aims to establish each child as a lifetime reader.

School provide a number of ways to ensure children develop a love of reading: 

· Each class has its own reading corner stocked with age-applicate fiction and non-fiction texts, supplemented by termly loans from the local authority library service. 

· Dedicated reading Areas around school promote a love of reading and a space for reading-Star Books, 4D, and the library.

· Story time happens daily for each class at 3pm (except Thursday)

· Children are rewarded for reading at home-see reading promotions document.  

· High quality texts are used to support the Big Question curriculum (Heathfield Hands) 

Writing 

‘Read as a Writer, Write as a Reader’

At Heathfield we understand the relationship reading and writing hold and believe a child’s literacy development is dependent on this interconnection between reading and writing. The writing curriculum is planned through high quality engaging texts from a range of genres and authors including classic novels picture books, non-fiction and poetry. Each half term children from years 1-6 will explore a text or two and produce a fiction and non-fiction piece of writing. When planning a writing unit, teachers will use the writing bubbles to sequence their learning. This consists of: 

· Reading and responding

· Reading and analysing 

· Gathering content and planning 

· Edit and revise 

· Publish

Throughout the writing sequence, teachers plan for opportunities for children to write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences. Children are encouraged to use discussion in order to learn; elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas. Through the publishing process, children demonstrate their competency in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate.
In addition to the 5 bubbles, pupils will identify purpose and audience when reading and writing a text. 
Writing skills (spelling, punctuation, grammar and text features) are planned carefully in each year group using the writing endpoints found in the subject leader document. This ensures progression throughout the year and opportunities to retrieve previous writing skills. 
Before a writing sequence, children will complete a cold write with little teacher input. This supports the teacher in planning targets for children during the writing sequence. At the end of the sequence, children complete a hot write to apply skills and knowledge learned over the unit of work. Later in the term/year, children will apply their writing skills in a warm write through the Big Question (Heathfield Hands). Additionally, once a half term teachers will plan a writing opportunity away from the writing sequence to assess the children’s writing skills. 
Spelling 
Handwriting 

At Heathfield, joined up handwriting is taught with a sequential and progressive approach. We believe that children’s self-esteem and pride in their work can be raised by good quality presentation.
 

We use Letter Joins handwriting scheme throughout the school, thus ensuring there is a continuity and progression across classes. During lessons we ensure that children sit, position their paper / book and hold their pen/pencil correctly. Chair height is checked to ensure it is correct. Handwriting is taught discreetly 3 times a week throughout school. 
IMPACT
Our English Curriculum is high quality, well thought out and is planned to demonstrate progression. If children are keeping up with the curriculum, they are deemed to be making good or better progress. In addition, we measure the impact of our curriculum through the following methods: 

· A reflection on standards achieved against the planned outcomes

· Retrieval practice 

· Children’s discussions about their learning and a passion for reading – Pupil Voice
· Triangulation of monitoring (books, pupil voice, learning walks, on the pulse monitoring)

· End of key stage national assessments 

· Mid- term assessments 
This policy will be reviewed annually to take into account local and national initiatives and to assess gaps in pupils’ knowledge and skills. 
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